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Tisser / Damien Fry

In his delicate series Tisser, Damien Fry strips photography to the minimum: what is left is a trace, as gauzy as itâ€™s quietly
powerful. We reached out the artist and hereÃ¢€™s our Q&A:

When and how did your interest in photography start? From a very young age I would obsessively draw from family photo
albums and wildlife books. I remember a particular time where my parents would come home and find the house completely
redecorated with crayons and pencil drawings much to their dismay, so art was very much my preoccupation. When I was 11
my father passed away and I inherited his Asahi Pentax Spotmatic 35mm camera. I found the mechanics of those old cameras
fascinating and incredibly satisfying to use. Losing my father had open-end a door to a new type of creativity and I decided to
pursue a career in the arts from that moment on.

Can you talk to me about your project Tisser?Â  This project was about creating a space for me to work more freely, outside
of the constraints that commercial and editorial work often pose. Tisser is the French for Ã¢€˜to weaveÃ¢€™ and the subject
matter I have chosen is both organic and synthetic material where the purpose is to form a layer to protect. I wanted to strip
back the process of making a perfect photograph and find something of value in the mistakes that were being made along the
way. Seeing something special in the imperfections of the subject matter and the photographic process of making it. For this I
used a range of film, polaroid and digital formats which I think over time will expose the longevity of these three different
processes.

How did you develop your style and aesthetics?Â Photography is a great tool for examining the human condition in all its
facets, be it through fashion magazines, photo documentaries or personal projects.Ã‚Â Stylistically, I like to take cues from
documentary photography by shooting people with a direct gaze. I want my images to convey truthfulness, so that the viewer is
not left wondering what was hidden out of frame or what has been manipulated. Creating a mutual understanding and respect
between the subject and viewer is really important to me.Ã‚Â Street photography is also a great source of inspiration in terms of
composition between subject and environment.Ã‚Â I look to paintings to understand the balance of colour and composition,
whether it is something complementary or conflicting.

What is the most thought-provoking and challenging picture you took in your opinion?Â Photography is very subjective
and whatÃ¢€™s considered to be thought provoking can change and fluctuate over time.Ã‚Â I guess some of my favourite
images from my work are very subtle and personal, moments that might not have any impact on anyone other than myself.

Do you have any boundaries when it comes to take a picture?Â I feel that my photography is quite boundless but at its core
is the desire to create an understanding between subject and photographer/viewer.Ã‚Â ItÃ¢€™s incredibly important to respect
people when taking pictures, I donÃ¢€™t like painting people in a way that they are not comfortable with. Although, I do believe
that in the modern era of digital photography we have become too critical of ourselves and how we look to the rest of the world.
That is the beauty of analogue photography and capturing those mistakes which cannot be deleted or manipulated.

Are you interested in the reactions that your work induce in the viewers?Â To be honest I guess IÃ¢€™m more interested
in how they make me feel rather than other people, which might sound selfish but IÃ¢€™m my own worst critic.

What kind of art inspires you the most?Â I get inspiration from lots of different aspects of art, there isnÃ¢€™t really a
particular form that inspires me the most. I try to go to as many good exhibitions in London that I can. Right now the BA and MA
shows are on which I think can be the most inspiring when you see new ideas coming to fruition. I guess what is currently
interesting is how artist are dealing with the emergence of the internet and how it is changing our lives so rapidly. I also think
that work that challenges how we cope with environmental issues and sustainability will be key in the next 20 years.

Which emerging photographers do you admire?Â I think social media outlets like instagram are fantastic because it throws
in such wider spectrum of untapped potential. In many cases it gives a platform to those who would never have the opportunity
to go to art college or afford expensive cameras or video equipment. It is amazing that we have created this visual vortex linked
by hashtags that can be navigated with the touch of a button.

BIO

Damien is a photographer and budding filmmaker who divides his time between the UK and the US, working across fashion,
portraiture and advertising. Â Heâ€™s currently working on a new zine and personal projects, enabling him to explore his love
for documentary photography.

L'articolo Tisser / Damien Fry sembra essere il primo su Vogue.it.
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